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mount Command 

Purpose 

Makes a file system available for use. 
Syntax 

mount [ rl] [ -nNode ] [ r o Options ] [ -$>„] [ . r rJ [ ry.YfsName ] [ ztJype \ [ Device \ NodeiDirectory ] 
Directory | Ml I .r.S J [-V [generic options] special jnount joints ] 

Description 

The mount command instructs the operating system to make a file system available for use at a 
specified location (the mount point). In addition, you can use the mount command to build other file 
trees made up of directory and file mounts. The mount command mounts a file system expressed as a 
device using the Device or NodeiDirectory parameter on the directory specified by the Directory 
parameter. After the mount command has finished, the directory specified becomes the root directory of 
the newly mounted file system. 

Only users with root authority or are members of the system group and have write access to the mount 
point can issue file or directory mounts. The file or directory may be a symbolic link. The mount 
command uses the real user ED, not the effective user ID, to determine if the user has appropriate access. 
System group members can issue device mounts, provided they have write access to the mount point and 
those mounts specified in the /etc/fiiesystems file. Users with root user authority can issue any mount 
command. 

Users can mount a device provided they belong to the system group and have appropriate access. When 
mounting a device, the mount command uses the Device parameter as the name of the block device and 
the Directory parameter as the directory on which to mount the file system. 

If you enter the mount command without flags, the command displays the following information for the 
mounted file systems: 

• the node (if the mount is remote) 

• the object mounted 

• the mount point 

• the virtual-file-system type 

• the time mounted 

• any mount options 
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If you specify only the Directory parameter, the mount command takes it to be the name of the 
directory or file on which a file system, directory, or file is usually mounted (as defined in 
the /etc/filesystems file). The mount command looks up the associated device, directory, or file and 
mounts it. This is the most convenient way of using the mount command, because it does not require 
you to remember what is normally mounted on a directory or file. You can also specify only the device. 
In this case, the command obtains the mount point from the /etc/filesystems file. 

The /etc/filesystems file should include a stanza for each mountable file system, directory, or file. This 
stanza should specify at least the name of the file system and either the device on which it resides or the 
directory name. If the stanza includes a mount attribute, the mount command uses the associated values. 
It recognizes five values for the mount attributes: automatic, true, false, removable, and readonly. 

The mount all command causes all file systems with the mount=true attribute to be mounted in their 
normal places. This command is typically used during system initialization, and the corresponding 
mounts are referred to as automatic mounts. 

CacheFS mount Specific 

The CacheFS-specific version of the mount command mounts a cached file system; if necessary, it 
NFS-mounts its back file system. It also provides a number of CacheFS-specific options for controlling 
the caching process. 

To mount a CacheFS file system, use the mount command with the -V flag followed by the argument. 
The following mount flags are available: 

The following arguments to the -o flag are specifically for CacheFS mounts. Use commas to separate 
multiple options. 



Note: The backfstype argument must be specified. 
b&z\tistyx>z=file system type 

backpath=pa//z 

cached ir=directory 
cacheid=/D 

write-around | non-shared 
noconst 



The file system type of the back file system (for 
example, nfs). 

Specifies where the back file system is already 
mounted. If this argument is not supplied, CacheFS 
determines a mount point for the back file system. 
The back file system must be read-only. 

The name of the cache directory. 
ED is a string specifying a particular instance of a 
cache. If you do not specify a cache ED, CacheFS 
will construct one. 

Write modes for CacheFS. The write-around mode 
(the default) handles writes the same as NFS does; 
that is, writes are made to the back file system, and 
the affected file is purged from the cache. You can 
use the non-shared mode when you are sure that no 
one else will be writing to the cached file system. 

Disables cache consistency checking. By default, 
periodic consistency checking is enabled. Specify 
noconst only when you know that the back file 
system will not be modified. Trying to perform 
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